City’s Educational Program 
Has Eleven Hundred Pupils 


The school district of Camas extends 
in an east and west direction along the 
Columbia river for a distance of ap- 
proximately four miles, and about the 
Same distance north and south from 
the river, with an assessed valuation 
of $3,200,000. 

This area comprises a population of 
nearly 6000 of whom 1100 are children 
attending the Camas schools. This 
valuation supports each child in at- 
tendance with approximately $3,000 of 
assessed valuation, or on a basis of 
a ten mill levy, about $30 per child. 

This is practically the average valu- 
ation back of each child in average 
daily attendance in the state of Wash- 
ington. 

41 Teachers 

This district is organized on the so- 
called 6-3-3 plan (six grades in primary 
and inte-mediate, three grades in jun- 

igh school and three grades in 
senior high school) and consists of 
four school buildings and 41 teachers. 

The schoo] buildings consist of three 
grade school buildings, a junior-sen- 
jor high school building, a gymnasium 
and Nora Self hall, which have an ap- 
praised valuation of $325,000. 

Including the new issue of $55,000 
for the construction of the new junior 
high schoo] addition, there are out- 
standing bonds in the sum of $100,000, 
which obligation is being reduced at 
the rate of $8,000 a year. 

300 Ride in Buses 

The district operates four school 
busses, transporting night and morn- 
ing about 300 children. 

The administration of the schools is 
in the hands of five members, R. W. 
Carmack chairman, Gustaf A. Lorenz, 
Mrs. Berthae Loraine Grassley, Arthur 

_ Pieritz and E. B. Beidleman. D. F, Olds 
is superintendent of the Camas school 
system. 

Primary Department 

In Camas’ progressive primary 
grades, emphasis is placed on teach- 
ing the youngest children principles 
important to his becoming a valuable 
citizen in this democracy later in life. 
The teaching does not stop with the 
old fashioned “reading, writing and 
arithmetic”, but stresses learning to 
work together for the common good; 
practicing courtesy and self-control; 
learning to be good leaders and follow- 
ers; learning to develop initiative and 
independence of thought; and the de- 
velopment of a sense of, and a willing- 
ness to assume, responsibility, 

Another important new phase of 
teaching is helping the child to under- 
stend and appreciate the community 
in which he lives. 

Intermediate Schools 

About 280 Camas pupils are enroll- 
ed in the intermediate grades under 

| the guidance of eight teachers. Here, 

} @ modified activity program, the 

—_ 


pupils are given experience in working 
happily with others. With the activity 
approach in social subjects, the fourth 
grades study the people and customs 
of other countries. In the fifth grade, 
the United States. The sixth grades 
study Washington state during the 
first half year and our European back- 
ground during the second part of the 
year. 

Junior High a Leader 

Camas junior high school ranks 
among the leading junior high schools 
in the state. Housed in a new build- 
ing ,it has numerous physical and ed- 
ucational advantages that would oth- 
erwise be impossible. The school has 
an efficient and well trained corps. 

Founded upon a philosophy of home- 
rooms and a program of guidance the 
junior high school is making educa- 
tional purposive and vital. A varied 
curriculum is offered enabling the 
school to more nearly fit the needs of 
its individual students. In addition to 
the usual subjects of mathematics, 
English, science and social science 
each student is offered three years of 
manual! training, home economics, art. 
vocal and instrumental music while 
the third year a student may also 
elect any of the following subjects: 
agriculture, art, metalwork, German, 
French, junior business training, me- 
chanical drawing, woodwork, vocal 
music. 

Progressive High School 

Camas high school’s curriculum is 
organized to meet the growing needs 
of a progressive community and to 
provide practical educational facilities 
for all classes of students—for those 
who will enter upon a~ business ex- 
perience, a very modern commercial 
department; those who undertake 
some mechanical trade, a building 
trades and shop course in a most up- 
to-date shop; those who will direct the 
affairs of the home have an oppor- 
tunity to take three years of work in 
@ new unit kitchen labratory and 
fully equipped clothing laboratory. For 
those who expect to enter schools for 
further professional work or training, 
courses are offered to give them an 
excellent foundation. 

The Ubrary facilities and program of 
activities of the high school are plan- 
ned to enrich the lives of the students, 

Students interested in art find the 
art department all they could desire 
in design, landscape and poster work. 

Opportunities for self expression lie 
in the field of dramatics through the 
production of plays and operettas in 
a fully equipped auditorium. 

Musical Opportunities 

The musical groups—band, orches- 
tra, instrumental sextets and trios, 
boys and girls glee clubs, and nonette 
are well directed and offer opportun- 
ities to those interested in music. 


These six buildings, providing good physical equipment, contribute 
greatly to the success of Camas school system. Forest Home primary school, 
upper left picture; high school and new junior high, adjoining top center; 
Oak Park grade school, right. Below, left, Is pictures the fine junior-senior 
high school gymnasium. Nora Self hall, the cafeteria, next, and then Central 


grade school, 


A gymnasium with seating capacity 
for a thousand spectators with dress- 
ing rooms and showers for both boys 
and girls; a covered grandstand seat- 
ing another thousand, together with 
the lighted turf gridiron, the smooth, 
level baseball diamond and spacious 
playground, promote healthful, con- 


structive play and athletics for every 
boy and girl in addition to a regular 
health program. 


Power for building Bonneville dam 
was supplied by Northwestern Elec 
tris Co. Less than 1 per cent. of con- 
struction costs to date was for power. 


